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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical. 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 


The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mcxtification and labor. 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 
Mountains, Sahara. 


West Africa: The Gold Coast, French 
West Africa. 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia, Belgian Congo. 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 
White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 


Three Masses are said monthly for the living 
and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 
kindly notify us immediately of a change of 
address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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The Missions March On 


Bwanda, Uganda 


We are most grateful for the books sent. We have 
received five sets of Father Vercruyse’s English Medi- 
tation books, thanks to the charity of our kind Ameri- 
can benefactors. Mother hopes to give one set to 
each Community of African Sisters as soon as pos- 
sible. Now that many of the Sisters understand 
English sufficiently, there will always be somebody 
to translate for the others. At present we have thirty 
novices and seventeen postulants. Both groups in- 
clude quite a number of teachers which is very 
promising. The chief difficulty is to find material for 
their habits. 


Here we also have some two hundred and fifty 
children: students in training about 80; boarders 
about 90; the others are aspirants to the religious 
life, a certain number of whom are taking a cate- 
chetical course, the others follow the curriculum of 
primary instruction prior to entering the Native Sister- 
hood or in some cases one of our Training Colleges. 

During Lent, one Sunday morning, we had an 
earthquake; the walls danced a lot. For three or 
four days minor shocks were felt during the night. 
Our boarders seeing that the Sisters were not fright- 
ened have all decided to become Sisters. But it is 
not very likely that they will all keep their resolu- 
tion which being built on an earthquake cannot be 
very stable. 

Thanking you for all the books, pictures, and so on, 
sent and asking a remembrance in your prayers. 


Sister M. Bride, W.S. 


Pabre, Ivory Coast 


The Native Sisters, Congregation of the Immaculate 
Conception from the Vicariate of Ouagadoughou, 


Ivory Coast, were granted the privilege of Perpetual 
Vows this year, for the first time in the history of 
their young Congregation. This gracious permission 
came from Rome. 

Four Sisters consecrated themselves to God until 
death, while on the previous day fourteen novices 
had made their first profession, eight postulants re- 
ceived the Habit of the Congregation and were ad- 
mitted into the Novitiate. 


Sister Mary of Precious Blood, who was of the 
group of Sisters who left Metuchen for Africa in June 
1944, writes that at present there are 48 postulants 
of the first, second and third year. (The Postulate 
lasts three full years.) Of these ten are originally 
from the Vicariate of Navrongo in the Gold Coast and 
will be going back there shortly to continue their 
religious training. They will be the nucleus of 
a new Community of Native Sisters. 


To the regular course of religious studies is joined 
language study: English for the Sisters from the Gold 
Coast and French for those of the Ivory Coast and 
Sister adds that all are enjoying immensely Father 
Stedman's little Sunday Missal. Not only the Native 
Sisters but also the pupils from the higher grades are 
hoping that one day they will have one of their own. 
Of course this rejoices the hearts of the missionaries 
and they are looking forward to the day when they 
will be able to grant the request. 


Mengallet, Algeria 
Since last April I am stationed here. They all still 
speak here of Chaplain William J. Walsh's visit (the 
same who visited you on his return to the United 
( Concluded on following page ) 
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Bear Jesus please give 
all our Friends and Benefactors a 
Blessed Christmas 


and a 


Happy, Holu New Year 
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States). He celebrated Mass in our own little Chapel. 
The Fathers and Sisters still remember his kindness 
to them, and how eager he was to prove his sympa- 
thy to the missionaries and their flock. 

At the Hospital the wards are well filled, men, 
women and children: about two hundred more or 
less according to the seasons. 

The most interesting aspect of the mission, how- 
ever, is the girls’ school at Ouarzen, about ten min- 
utes walk from here. It has developed with rapid 
strides these last two or three years. Of course they 
are Mohammedan girls, God knows how the Sisters 
take pains to moralize their young flock; we must 
work on and leave success to God, our followers in 
years to come shall reap the Harvest. 


The weather up here in the Atlas Mountains is 
chilly even at present in June, the nights are cold. 
In winter the snow is very deep, in summer this is 
a most lovely climate. Many people from Algiers 
come over here for a change. 


You have no idea how quiet it is all day long, 
hardly ever a motor car. I caught sight of a caravan 
passing by a few days ago: camels loaded with pro- 
visions for exchange between natives . . . but of 
course camels are never noisy, they tread silently 
along the narrow paths and never disturb anyone. 


There is plenty of work for any generous American 
young girl. May you send us many good vocations. 
We can never thank God enough for having granted 
us our own. As years roll by I daily appreciate 
mine more deeply. Please thank our dear American 
friends for the interest they take in our hard work 
for the salvation of these poor souls entrusted to our 
zeal and care. God bless them and grant them many 
graces in return. 


Sister M. Xaverine. W. S. 


The White Sisters’ Convent. 
Mombasa, 13th August, 1945 
Dear Mother Loretta. 

A very much appreciated lot of Catholic news- 
papers and magazines has been received from a Girl 
Guild of New Jersey. I should have liked indeed 
to write personally to the charitable sender, but the 
paper wrapper has disappeared! The Community, 
the passing Sisters and the occasional lady guests 
enjoy the Catholic News with many a thank towards 
America. 


Catholic Literature is surely a priceless means of 


Catholic Action. Our girls will be delighted to find 
fresh reading matter when school reopens. 


We do pray you, dear Mother, to extend to the 
Jersey City apostle, our very sincere thanks and good 
wishes. May our Dear Lord and His Blessed Mother 
bless her and all her holy enterprises! 

Yours affectionately in Christ. 
Mother M. St. Edwin 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


RANSOMED PAGAN BABIES 


Sacred Heart School, Worcester, Mass. 
Rev. J. J. McCarthy 

Patricia Cove 

Miss R. R. Haggerty 

Miss M. Schueneman 

Miss I. Gemme 

M. R. Robert 

Miss C. Ryan 


PROVIDED BREAD FOR THE ORPHANS 


Miss M. M. Santori 
Miss M. Monaghan 
Miss M. Peltz 


SUPPORTED THE LEPERS 


Mrs. J. Donnelly 

Miss M. Peltz 

Sacred Heart School, Worcester, Mass., Grades 
I and Il 

Mrs. A. Yale 


TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING 


Mrs. Cairas 
Mrs. McEwan 
Mrs. Brown 
Mrs. Glennon 
Mrs. Donary 
Mrs. Downey 
Mrs. Bartell 
Mrs. Jakubowicz 
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How the Days Passed Sister M. Irena’, WS. 


(Continuation) 

T THE BEGINNING of the War, the Sunday, July 2nd: Feast of the Visita- 

i Cardinal of Lisbon promised that if tion: The Voices of the Franciscans are 

Portugal was spared, he would build like that of angels as they sing the “Ave 

a Church in honor of Our Lady of Fatima. Maria” and the “Magnificat.” We have 

On our way back we have the opportu- a day of recollection and spend the morn- 

nity of seeing this beautiful edifice. It is ing before the Blessed Sacrament. Church 

all modernistic style, but very discrete chimes nearby peal forth all morning. It 

(I can‘t help admiring the simplicity of is an ideal day . . . temperature in Lisbon 

the modern style, . . . when it is not gro is incomparable. Alas, no flight today 
tesque). The floor of the sanctuary is in . . . we hope tomorrow. 

black marble, and the Altar in black mar- Monday, July 3rd: We are here a week. 


ble and gold, giving a stately look of dig- 
nity and sanctity. Behind the Altar is a cided to storm heaven... no better way 
massive stained window, forming a large than mortification of the spirit. It is 
square background, royal blue color dom- agreed that all through the day, each 
inating . . . the whole thing quite original time the thought of departing comes to 
and unique. (Incidentally the favorite our minds, we are to repel it, and in- 
colors of the Portuguese are black and stead, offer it to the Eternal Father with 
blue. Many women wear black all year the Precious Blood of Jesus for the peace 


round and there, are buildings in all of the world. We spend a quiet day. 
shades of blue.) There are chapels all 


No sign of departure . . . Mother has de- 


around the Church, the altars of which Tuesday, July 4th: | pray much for my 
are all in carved wood, including the dear country today, Independence Day in 
statue dominating each one, the niches of good old U.S.A. We work till late eve 
which are in mosaic. The walls along- ning making white muslin hair-ribbons 
side are in marble, everyone a different for the little girls as the children will be 
species. Quite the most impressive fea- received tomorrow by the President of the 
ture is the Baptismal Font, the alcove of Republic. 

which represents St. John the Baptist bap- Wednesday, July 5th: Still another beau- 
tising Our Lord in the Jordan .. . all this tiful day. Hope springs anew. There has 
in exquisite mosaic. The facade of the been no planes for Rabat since Saturday. 
Choir Loft has the “Crowning of Mary in Four may leave tomorrow for Rabat and 
Heaven” represented in oils. We are the remaining five next Monday for Casa- 
really in admiration. Lisbon may well blanca . . . There is no counting on a 
be proud of this magnificent Church, a flight to Rabat, as it is too indefinite and 
fitting memorial of thanksgiving to Our ( Please turn to page 47 ) 

Lady of Fatima. * Miss Theresa Gemme, Worcester, Mass. 


Dear Mother Superior. 


Please accept my Christmas 
Offering to help feed Our 
Lady’s African children. 


Sincerely, 
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A CALL FOR YOUTH 


In His providence God is calling upon 
us to use those gifts which he has given 
us to shed around us the light of that true 
civilization which has its source and its 
spring in the Gospel, to carry that light 
beyond the desert, to the centre of the 
continent which is still enshrouded in the 
densest darkness. 


This is the work to which | have con- 
secrated my life. But what is the life of 
one man for such an undertaking; scarce- 
ly have I even outlined the work. I have 
been but the voice in the wilderness, call- 
ing those who are to mark out therein the 
road to the Gospel. I die then, beloved 
Africa, without having been able to do 
anything for you save suffer, and, by my 
sufferings prepare for you apostles. 


May God in His Goodness keep in you 
a spirit of generous joy. May He give 
you the strength to sacrifice everything, 
even yourselves, for the salvation of those 
unfortunate souls to whom He sends you. 


Cardinal Lavigerie, to his spiritual 

children - the White Fathers and 
White Sisters of Yesterday, To- 
day, and Tomorrow. 


From SLAVE] 


UCH IS the wonderful two-word life 
story of Doctor Adrian Atiman, Direc- 
tor of the Karema (1) Catholic Dispen- 

sary (clinic) conducted by the White 
Sisters. 

Adrian, a little Sudanese (2) boy of 
seven, was playing in front of his par- 
ents’ hut when a Touareg (3) astride a 
camel stopped before the child, grabbed 
him by the shoulders onto his mount and 
made off for the Sahara, despite the cries 
of the boy. After several days of travel- 
ling they reached Ghardaia, where he 
was sold on the slave market . . . Hap- 
pily for the boy, his new masters were 
none others than the famous White Fa- 
thers (4). He was instructed in the Cath- 


olic faith and later baptised. 


His studies proved that he was well 
gifted intellectually and Cardinal Lavig- 
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VERY to M.D. 


erie conceived the idea of having him 
trained as a doctor. He therefore regis- 
tered him, and some other ransomed 
slave-boy students, at a Medical School 
in Malta. Our venerable Founder had 
from the very outset of his missionary 
foundations (White Fathers and White 
Sisters) realised the important role of med- 
icine on the missions: by caring for the 
body, win the soul for God. 


The young native doctors appreciated 
what they had received from our Holy 
Religion and volunteered to go wherever 
they would be needed as Doctors and 
Catechists. Doctor Atiman was assigned 
to embark with a caravan of White Fa- 
thers on their way to establish missions 
in Tanganyika. He has now been labor- 
ing here for fifty-five years, and is still 
faithfully at his post daily, despite his 


seventy-eight years. He holds several 
well deserved decorations from the Brit- 
ish and Belgian governments, and two 
from the Holy Father at Rome. 

His devotedness in the care of the sick 
is nothing less than heroic. Night and 
day, he is at their beck and call, caring 
for them with the most modern methods. 
He has kept up-to-date with the develop- 
ments of medical science, studying in the 
most recent books sent to him by Doctors, 
Missionaries and kind Benefactors. 

Doctor Atiman (5) is not rich in worldly 
goods, this explains itself by the fact that 
he has always remained faithfully in the 
service of the Mission, where he receives 
only a very small salary. His title of 
honor is now Doctor and Catechist,and he 
is perfectly contented and happy. Many 
a missionary owes his or her life, after 
God, to Doctor Atiman’s devoted and en- 
lightened medical care. 

Now to add a few words about the Dis- 
pensary, our clinic has a Government 
Diploma. Besides Doctor Atiman, we 
have the services of a Dresser, whose 
principal charge is the microscope studies, 
we also employ a few native nurses. 
Every day there are two or three hundred 
patients cared for and a great variety of 
diseases nursed, including Leprosy. For 
the poor lepers the treatment used here 
is Hydnocreol injections, but results are 
not very gratifying (6). Besides we have 
set clinic sessions for vaccination against 
small pox. Karema Mission also has a 
small maternity hospital, which is most 
appreciated for its valuable services. Our 
medical works are totally dependent on 
the mission pocketbook for support, e.i. 
on Catholic charity. 


Sister M. Antonio, W.S. 


1. Tanganyika Territory, British East Africa. 

2. Native of the Sudan, French West Africa. 

3. Native tribe of the Sahara, famous in all razzia 
stories - unfortunately too true. 

4. The White Fathers, founded by Cardinal Lavigerie 
in 1868, are established in the United States at: 
Alexandria Bay, N. Y. and 8500 Rockville Pike, 
Washington, 14, D. C. 

5. Doctor Atiman is the proud Dad of one of the two 
first Native Priests of the Tanganyika Vicariate. 

6. Mr. E. A. Sieffert, President of the Rigidtest Prod- 
ucts, Inc., Chicago, and brother of Mother Paul- 
Marie from Karema Mission is working on the 
formulation of a medicated cream of Chaulmoogra 


oil. May we ask prayers for the success in this 
mission enterprise. 


Doctor A. Atiman, serving the Mission Clinic 
«<= at Karema, for fifty-five years 
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How the Days Passed 


(Continued) 
Casablanca is further down 


uncertain. 
on the Coast, but we cannot delay any 
longer, as our two sisters over there will 
be concerned about us. 


I have a session of dish-washing for the 
children. The little girls seem to find it 
queer that we do not speak as they do 
and we have many good laughs together, 
although unable to understand one an- 
other. Every morning the children sing 
in the patio below, and some of their little 
folk songs have become familiar. I break 
out in one of these little melodies, and 
they seem to enjoy it, and giggle a great 
deal. ... 


Friday, July 7th: A treat is in store for 
us ... the visit of the birthplace of St. 
Anthony in Lisbon. A Church has been 
built on the site. Some of the old walls 
of the house are still standing as well as 
the room in which St. Anthony was born, 
in 1196. In the 18th century an earth- 
quake shook Lisbon, and this room caved 
in, so that we must go down stone steps 
in a sort of underground passage, as the 
chamber is beneath the sanctuary. There 
is a little altar with a small statue of St. 
Anthony holding the Infant Jesus in his 
arms. We touch our rosaries to the sta- 
tue, which is reported miraculous. The 
Infant Jesus is rather mutilated, as the 
people have a superstitious belief that in 
possessing a piece of the statue, they can 
be cured of ail their ills. Hence the statue 
often disappears, and then comes back 
with the little Jesus minus a limb. We 
wonder why His little dress is puffed, and 
discover scores of written petitions hidden 
underneath. We satisfy our devotion, 
and again thank St. Anthony for having 
sately guided us to port, as we had leit 
Metuchen on His feast day and had im- 
plored his aid. The people of Portugal 
have a great devotion to this young Saint, 
as well as to Our Lady of Sorrows, a 
statue of whom can be seen in all the 
churches. This church is very old and in 
need of restoration. It stands on a hill 
quite close to the sea. 


In a glass crypt beneath one of the side 
altars, we are greatly impressed at see- 
ing the intact body of St. Justine, pre 
served from corruption during long cen- 


turies. This nine or ten year old child is 
perhaps ‘Saint Justine of Padua” who 
suffered martyrdom by the sword in the 
early ages of the Church, and was prob- 
ably laid to rest at the birthplace of St. 
Anthony because of his connection with 
Padua, having spent the last year of his 
life there. The little virgin's hands are 
blackened and have a shrivelled appear- 
ance, but the sweet oval face, although 
somewhat smoke-colored, retains a look 
of youth and freshness, the contour very 
smooth and the skin velvety, the little 
mouth very full. The tiny figure is slight- 
ly turned towards us, richly dressed in an 
ancient embroidered costume, now quite 
faded. We gaze for a long time upon 
this lovely angel-like child, quite fascinat- 
ed at the sight of this little bundle of sanc- 
tity. There is a large statue of St. Eliz- 
abeth of Portugal, (whose feast we cele- 
brate tomorrow), the beloved queen who 
distinguished herself by her extraordinary 
and heroic charity towards the poor. 


Behind St. Anthony's Church, a little to 
the side, across a square and still higher 
on the hill is the ancient Cathedral, which 


* in its day must have been a beauty. It 
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dates back to the llth century, but has 
been sadly devastated by the Vandals. 


All the Chapels encircling the main 
Altar are empty and the walls are entire 
ly camouflaged with whitewash. The 
Cathedral has not been retouched, for 
over fifty years, due to many unfortunate 


circumstances, but is now being restored. 


Replacing the Altars in the empty cham- 
bers are massive stone tombs, centuries 
old, containing the remains of illustrious 
personages of Portugal, generals and 
their wives, venerable prelates, etc., now 
unidentified as the archives were burned 
at the time of the earthquake. Something 
quite miraculous occurred at the time of 
this event. The huge columns supporting 
the structure were displaced half-way off 
their bases by the shock, and the build- 
ing remained standing. We see the 
heavy stone blocks placed beneath the 
columns up against the other base... it 
is reported a miracle due to the interven- 
tion of St. Anthony that the whole edifice 
did not crumble. Here it was that St. 
Anthony served as Altar Boy (a faded 
photo of him thus dressed is on display). 


‘ : : ae eee 5p, cil) i Mn St Si aa ; 
z baie : ee oe Pe ad oo. ” fed ini Bey, 
: ' 
i 
- 
' 
- 
Po | 
oH i 
q ' 
i 
' 
ee 
| 
' 
ss | 
: eb ee Me ee ee ee : jae aay ee a 
. = rr ee OR ee ee eee 


Our gentle Hostess accompanies us; 
she has been here many times and is 
well acquai with the place . . . there- 
fore sends urchin for the caretaker 
who comes soon afterward with a huge 
bunch of iron keys, unlocking doors and 
explaining things to us. The architecture 
of the chapels 1s exquisite, no two alike, 
and the extremely narrow stained win- 
dows are beauties, hardly more than six 
inches wide and reaching to the ceiling. 


At the back of the Cathedral, a massive 
iron door is unlocked before us, and we 
enter upon a sunny patio surrounded by 
an ancient cloister in ruins. In past cen- 
turies the Canons of St. Augustin who 
were in charge of the Cathedral, lived 
here before the Vandals drove them 
away. It was here also that St. Anthony, 
still a young lad, came to dwell and 
made the first steps in the knowledge of 
the monastic life. Walking along beneath 
the half-ruined cloister, our hearts are 
tilled with a peaceful joy. The place 
simply permeates the odor of sanctity. 
How many holy persons have trod here, 
serving God in rigid austerity and piety. 
Peaceful and tranquil, it's really delight- 
ful. We pass the different chambers... 
what was once the chapter hall, the refec- 
tory, etc. There are many relics every- 
where, more tombs, and works of art... 
massive iron grills, delicately hand- 
wrought, and instruments and gates in 
iron lace work, all dating from the 12th 
to the 16th centuries. Through an aper- 
ture in the stone wall, we get a view of 
the sea below. 


Returning to the Cathedral, we are 
shown the Baptismal Font, now closed by 
tall iron doors, where St. Anthony was 
baptised. It is related that when still a 
young boy, he was one day climbing the 
stairs to the choir loft, when he was tempt- 
ed by the devil. Stopping suddenly, he 
traced a cross on the wall, it can still be 
seen, miraculously engraved in the stone. 
The House of St. Anthony and Cathedral 
are priceless because of their antiquity 
and tradition, and it is a pity that they 
are now surrounded by more or less of 
slums, being in the old section of the city. 
Conditions are to be remedied after the 
war. 


Going about in the city, we must sep- 
arate into two groups, keeping within 
sight of each other. On our way back, 
by some mischance, our group becomes 


separated from the other, and the little 
Spanish Sister who is with us being new 
in Lisbon, is completely lost. We really 
don't know which way to turn;.and go on 
and on unable to find a taxi. A kind 
stranger dressed all in black, guesses our 
plight and offers to assist us. He con- 
ducts us to the Public Square and defer- 
entially places us into a taxi. Sister says 
he must be a Catholic Priest, although 
some of them cannot as yet wear the 
roman collar on the street. The Charity 
of Christ is much appreciated and shines 
forth all the more in a city where revolu- 
tions have wrought so much damage. 


- Sunday, July 9th: We have Exposition 
until 11 o'clock at which time Solemn 
Benediction is held. A Te Deum is sung 
to commemorate the anniversary of the 
seven Franciscan Missionaries martyred 
in Japan. When they learned that the 
day of their martyrdom had arrived, they 
sang a “Te Deum.” 


It is impressive to see two of the tiniest 
boys in their pale blue uniforms, serving 
in the Sanctuary. They must get on their 
toes to hold up Father's Cope, and it is 
too delicious to see one of them reaching 
as high as he can when he incenses the 
Monstrance. When the priest replaces 
the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle, 
the two tiny tots throw kisses towards the 
open Tabernacle. Jesus must smile quite 
delightedly at these childish demonstra- 
tions of affection. 


Mother Marie de | ‘Enfant Jesus comes 
in for a little chat. It seems that last year, 
there was a Colonial Exposition in Portu- 
gal to commemorate the anniversary of 
the Republic, and a colony of negroes 
from one of Portugal's African possessions 
came to Lisbon. The Sisters seized the 
occasion and taught them Catechism. 
Mother tells us that the greatest consola- 
tion of her life was when she was able 
to baptize the old chief on his death-bed. 
It was a great grace from God, as he had 
been very obstinate against all talk of 
religion, and it was just an hour or so 
before he passed to Heaven that he re 
ceived the Baptismal Waters. The poor 
negroes remained in Portugal until De- 
cember, and suffered greatly from cold, 
being used to a torrid temperature all 
year round. 


(To be continued) 
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Sister M. Noelita 
Writes... 


OW THAT I KNOW what mission 

life is like, I understand only too 
well, why all of you dear Sisters back 
home are so eager to return to Africa. 
My most sincere wish is that you may all 
join me one day here in the missions. 
And now that the war is over, one of the 
most earnest prayers that I address to 
God is that of having more missionary 
vocations, especially from America; we 
need them more than ever! May our 
dear U.S.A. have a large share in the 
conversion of Africa... 


The more I know my dear Arabs, the 
more I love them and pity them. Al- 
though, I am still at the Motherhouse, 
nevertheless, I am fortunate enough to 
contact them daily, because I am at the 
Dispensary. Medical care is given to 
some 150 to 200 persons a day, both 
young and old. 


One of the many great joys of a mis- 
sionary is that of baptising a dying baby. 
So far I have three, the first little boy I 
named Anthony after my Dad; the second 
Agatha, after my Mother; and the third 
Joseph. Agatha and Joseph joined the 
heavenly choir of angels, shortly after 
their baptism, Anthony however pulled 
through and is as jolly and lively as he 
can be. The other day his mother brought 
him to the dispensary because he had 
sore eyes. 


The meeting of little Joseph was really 
providential. It was about 6:30 p. m., we 
were returning home from an excursion 
when an unknown woman stopped us on 
the road and asked us to come into her 
hut to see her sick baby. ‘Certainly’ was 
our reply. A few minutes later, we were 
bent over the little four months old victim 
of Tuberculosis, lying motionless on the 


“Miss Antoinette Strug, Detroit, Mich. 
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hard ground. We noticed in the poor 
infant's face, that it suffered very much 
... Yes, the terrible sickness had reached 
its last stage. . . It certainly took no time 
to realize that the child needed the “good 
medicine.” I baptised it at 6:30 in the 
evening and it passed away at 10 o'clock 


Sr. M. Noelita 


the next morning. Perhaps this little soul 
about whom we heard first on its death 
bed has been saved thanks to the prayers 
and little sacrifices of one little boy or girl 
in far off and dear America. Who knows? 


My letter would not be complete if I did 
not mention our American Soldiers. Yes 
the war is over, and the majority of our 
Boys are back in our dear U.S.A... . but 
the wonderful and the good impression, 
they made here in Algiers, will always 
remain. I wish the Mothers who had sons 
in this part of Africa during the war could 
hear some of the edifying anecdotes re- 
lated, they would cry from joy to learn 
how good and faithful their boys were. 


OBITUARY 


His Excellency the Most Reverend E. Leys, W.F., 
Vicar Apostolic of Kivu 

Rev. C. Witlox, H. Plessman, J. Kehoe, A. Treca, 
J. Froment; Brothers Boleslas, and Jean; all members 
of the Society of the White Fathers 

Sister M. Agathe, W.S., St. Charles, Algeria 

Sister M. Laetitia, W.S., St. Charles, Algeria 

Sister M. St. Clement, W.S., St. Charles, Algeria 
Sister M. du Sacre-Coeur, W.S., St. Charles, Algeria 
Mr. George Tracey, So. Orange, N. J. 
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PRAYER 
in CHOOSING a STATE of LIFE 


O my God, Thou Who art the God of wisdom and 
counsel, Thou Who readest in my heart the sincere will 
to please Thee alone, and to govern myself with regard 
to my choice of a state of life entirely in conformity with 
Thy most holy desire; grant me, by the intercession of 
the most Blessed Virgin, my Mother. and of my holy 
patrons, the grace to know what state I ought to choose. 
and when known to embrace it, so that in it I may be 


able to pursue and increase Thy glory, work out my sal- 


vation, and merit that heavenly reward which Thou hast 


promised to those who do Thy holy Will. Amen. 


WILL 
Our Legal Title Is 


THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don't forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now 
nor later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
in their African Missions, the stm Of .................0.....c0.cccccccccesessstsectseseseesens Dollars.” 


ie Sabon = ting e 
GE 0 jee eee i! = a ve 
Ca ee a tees v nae 
4 s Seg Geen a ei ee F “ * seat 
pee ae pie eae we 
: : 
| 
: 
i 
' < 
; ‘ 
; 
/ \ 
] 
| ee 
i i 
2 : SEE eee re aay Say ae. Sige? 


Generous 
Offering 
That 
African Souls 
May Know 
Him 


Be Happy 


Here Below 
and 


Hereafter. 
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